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USING THE COMPUTER
TO IMPROVE YOUR WRITING

Turchyna 1. (Sumy)

An important reason for writing, especially for non-native speakers of
English, is to influence one’s social, economic, or political environment,
Thus, meaningful writing often challenges the existing power structures.
Researches in education who are committed to changing the power
structures that exist between those who have power and those who have
little or no power say that students should understand the power realities,
and that teachers should teach the communicative codes of the powerfu
including ways of writing. Only by adapting to the communicative codes
of the powerful will writers strengthen their capacity to be heard. Perhaps
through writing that meets the expectations of the US academic audience,
non-native speakers of English can influence social, economic and political
developments to conform to their vision of a better world.

Acquiring English academic writing skilis is of vital importance for
Ukrainian post-graduate students and young researches that are willing
1o become a part of international academic community.

Online communication has been integrated into scientific/academic
writing because computer-mediated intcraction among students and with
their instructor and other academic assistance encourages students to
become better writers, e-mail submission of written assignments have
proven to be more effective than the traditional paper submission and
pen-and-pencil «correctiony of assignments.

It is necessary to present different ways in which new techniologies and
the Internet can be used to enhance teaching English in some Higher
Educational Institutions of Ukraine. Number of teachers in an attempt to
improve the writing skills of high school students decides to use technology
in several ways to enhance the writing process. It may be Inspiration, a
software application for gencrating graphic organizers and outlines, as a
way to integrate technotogy into the process of planning for writing.

Writing on a computer fiees you from a purely linear approach. You
can begin and end anywhere, even writing your bibliography first. if you
want to. [t is this flexibility that your computer and the Writing Turbocharger
will help you achieve. Also, using a computer can help you reflect on your
writing and on how to write well. For example, you can learn a lot of about
the writing process by comparing earlier drafts with later drafis.

Writing on a computer has a lot of advantages. Firstly, you can make
notes on your computer while vou read. These can later be incorporated

290

Kk Te3 gonosifeit VIII BceykpaiHcbkoi HaykoBoi koH(epeHwii / XapKiBcbKiil HalllOHA/IbHWI YHIBEPCHUTET iM.

into your essay either in your own writing or as guotes. Secondly, you can
also use your computer as research tool — either to find and order books or
to read the many available internet sources. Also you can use your
Wordprocessor to develop your ideas frecly through tree.wr_‘ltn'lg or
outlighting. Once you have stored your early notc_s and drafts it is 51mpie
process to manipulate them and incorporate them into your draft. Thirdly,
knowing how to use your computer’s spell checker, and grammar checker
functions will greatly reduce time and effort, as well as he]pmg‘yiou to
catch mistakes vou might otherwise miss. (If you use these tools critically,
you will also improve your grammar and speliing). You can change font
appearance (bold, italic, underline) with a couple of keyboard strokes.
Word processing is not only about appearance.

Good academic writing skills do not come easy. You develop them only
tlwrough immersing yourself in reading the kind of writing you are expected
to master and lots of writing practice.
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CTPYKTYPHI OCOEIHBOCTI
ABTOBIOTPA®IUHOIO TEKCTY

Tyuxoea Q.0. (Kuis)

CyuacHi jiRrronoeTudHi cryaii pobnats [PE/IMETON CBOTO BUBNEHIA
XyNOKHIH TEKCT HE3ANESKHNO Bl CTATEROT MPHHANEKEOCT] HOTO aBTOPA. O)l:
HAK, GBTOPCTRO HE ARNISETHCA KATETOPIEIO HERTPANEHOW, TOMY OYIb-RKWH
XYIOMHIH TEKCT, HApaTHB, TUCKYPC NPELCTABNAIOTh Biﬂofipamemif reHaep-
{107 IAPA/IMIMH, TEHIIEPHOT CY6 €KTHBHOCT, FeHIEPHOT pehIeKCii aBTOPA.
Pinin Jlexen, BranauaioTi apTobiorpadto, HaroIoWysas Ha TOMY, L0 JIH0-
AMHE, OTACYIOTH CBIFl XHTTEBUHA ULTAX, TPABEPTAE yRAry CaMe Ha JeTall
TTPUBATHOTO KHTTH, HA CTAHOBIEHHA cebe 3K 0COBHCTOCTI ['l d21] ,[[P nep-
wof aproBiorpadii Moxua sigdecTi kuury H0mis Hesapa «BiitHa Fzmm‘a». e
BiH PO3NOBiAaE 1Ipo CBOT BICHKOBI 3000y TKH Bijl TpCTbO?OCOﬁH. Auxe niTepa-
TYpHO Bu3HaHOIO arToGiorpadiern BBaXaTh «Criosinsy Pycco. ¥ Xl?(
cTOpiuYi «OKUFTEBI ICTOPIT» CTAIOTH HA13BWYAITI0 NONYIAPRUMH, NHCATH BLL
nepitof 0CoGH CTAE TEHAEHLIED YACY, 11O NIEBHAM YHHOM YPIZHOMAHITHILIO
apToGiorpadiuni rsopu. [Tpnpona aBroBiorpadiuHOro TEOPY IMIKIOETECA ¥
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